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M US E UM  O F  B ROK EN  R E L A T I O NSH I P S  
 

( w w w. br o k e ns h ip s . co m)  
 
 
L a s t ing  lo ve  r e la t io ns h ip s  -  mo r e  o r  le s s  ha p p y o r  u nha p p y,  

s u p e r f ic i a l  o r  fa t e fu l  -  e ng a g e  o u r  t ime ,  o u r  t ho ug h t s  a nd  

a f t e r t ho u g ht s :  by t he ir  ve r y e x i s t e nc e  i n  t he  p r e s e n t ,  w e  e n jo y  

t he m,  t he y o c c u p y u s ,  t he y a r e  t he  t a lk  o f  t he  t o w n ,  a nd  no t  

i n f r e q u e n t ly  t he y a r e  t he  su b je c t  o f  ne w s p a p er  co lu mns  o r  a t  

le a s t  go s s ip  o ve r  a  c u p  o f  co f fe e .  T he  p r e s e nt  g ive s  le g i t ima c y  

t o  t he  e x is t e nc e  o f  t he  r e la t io ns h ip  b ind ing  e na mo u r e d  o r  a t  

le a s t  a p p ar e n t ly  e na mo u r e d  co u p le s .  E ve n  s e c r e t  r e la t io ns h ip s  

w h ic h  a r e  r u mo ur e d  ( bu t  no t  o p e n ly  d is c u s s e d )  e x is t  in  s w e e t  

S M S  me s s a g e s ,  in  me e t ing s  h id d e n  f r o m t he  e ye s  o f  t he  pu b l i c ,  

i n  t he  be a ming  fa c e s  o f  t ho s e  w ho  e n jo ye d  t he  ‘ fo r b id d e n  f r u i t ’  

t he  n ig h t  be fo r e .  

 
Ho w e ve r ,  w ha t  a bo u t  e xp ir e d  r e la t io ns h ip s ?  R e la t io ns h ip s  

b r u t a l l y  s e ve r e d  b y a n  a c c u r a t e  s u r g eo n’ s  c u t  o r  t ho s e  t ha t  d ie d  

o f  a  lo ng  a nd  inc u r a b le  d is e a s e ?  R e la t io ns h ip s  t ha t  l i ve d  s t i l l  

r e c e nt ly  i n  c a r e fu l l y  p ic k e d  p r e s e nt s ,  in  s mi l e s  r e c o r de d  o n  

p ho t o gr a p hs ?  W ha t  ha p p e ns  w it h  ‘ b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip s ’  w h ic h  

a l s o  u s ed  t o  bo o s t  S M S  t r a f f i c  fo r  ce l l u la r  p ho ne  o p er a t o r s  a nd  

g e ne r a t ed  a m e mo t io na l  c ha r g e  i n  t he  ne u r o ns ?  

 
I f  yo u  e nt e r  b ro k e n  r e l a t i on s h ip  in  a n y s e a r c h  e ng ine  a nd  a n y  

wo r ld  la ng u a g e ,  yo u  w i l l  g e t  a  s e r ie s  o f  i n s t a nt  s e l f - he lp  

i n s t r u c t io ns  t e l l i ng  yo u  ho w  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t he  e mo t io na l  bu r d e n  

t he  fa s t e s t  a nd  t he  mo s t  e f f i c ie n t  w a y,  ho w  t o  ge t  r id  o f  

e ve r yt h ing  t ha t  me r c i l e s s ly  r e mind s  yo u  o f  t he  ju s t  b r o k e n  

r e la t io ns h ip .  I n  a  nu t s he l l ,  l i b r a r ie s  a nd  v ir t u a l  s p a c e  a r e  

f lo o d ed  w it h  p r e s c r ip t io ns  fo r  e f f i c i en t  o b l iv io n  ( H o w  t o  co p e  
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w i t h  a  b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip ? ;  H o w  t o  fo r g e t ? ;  a nd  s o  o n ) .  T he  

ma t e r ia l  a nd  no n ma t e r ia l  r e s id u e s  o f  a  b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip  

s ho u ld  be  d e s t r o ye d / e r a d ic a t e d  a s  so o n  a s  po s s ib l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c u r e  o ne ’ s  co ns c io u s ne s s  a nd  he a r t  a nd  ma k e  r o o m fo r  

s o me t h ing  ne w  a nd  e xc i t i ng :  fo r  a  ne w  r e la t io ns h ip  t ha t  w i l l  

a g a in  p r o du c e  a  co nd i t io n  o f  s p ir i t u a l  fu l f i l me n t ,  t he  c r a ck in g  

o f  ne u r o ns  a nd  ho r mo ne s ,  a n  e mo t io n  w h ic h  w i l l  a g a in  g iv e  

me a n ing  t o  t he  e p he me r a l i t y  o f  l i f e .   

 
S e ve r e d  r e la t io ns h ip s  ba r e ly  s e e m t o  e x is t ,  l ik e  a r c he o lo g ic a l  

r e ma ins  bu r ie d  d e e p ly  i n  t he  me mo r y o f  t he  fo r me r  

p r o t a go n is t s .  T he y c a n  be  d is c e r ne d  o n  o ld  p ho t o gr ap hs  i f  t he y  

d id  no t  e nd  up  t o r n  in  t he  w a s t e  o r  e xp ir e d  b y t he  me r c i le s s  

c o mma nd  d e l e t e  p e r m an e n t l y .  I n  t he  be s t  o f  c a s e s  

’ c o mp r o mis e d ’  ma t e r ia l  r e ma ins  s t o r e d  w it h  a  r e l ia b le  f r ie nd ,  

d r ive n  in t o  t he  d ee p e s t  d r a w er s  o r  p ac k e d  in  ( P a ndo r a ’ s )  bo xe s  

t ha t  ga t he r  d u s t  u nd e r  t he  be d  o r  i n  t he  c lo s e t .  E ve n  t r iv i a l  

o b je c t s  l ik e  a  co f fe e  c u p  w it h  a  s i l l y  me s s a g e  ( w h ic h  o nc e  ha d  a  

me a n ing )  a r e  a  s u r e  ‘ t r ig g e r ’  o f  e mo t io na l  me mo r ie s .  T h is  i s  

w h y t he  c u p  is  no  lo ng e r  u s e d  le s t  e ve n  t he  s imp le s t  a c t  o f  

c o ffe e  d r ink ing  s ho u ld  je o p ar d iz e  t he  r e la t ive  a nd  f r a g i le  c a l m  

o f  p r e s e nt  l i v ing  o r  -  Go d  fo r b id  -  t he  c u r r e nt  r e la t io ns h ip .  

 
H a ve n’ t  w e  a l l  e xp e r ie nc e d  a t  le a s t  o nc e  t h is  d e s t r o ye d ,  

d e p r e s s ive  s t a t e  o f  mind  a nd  w i s he d ,  l ik e  c ha r a c t e r s  in  t he  

mo v ie  T h e  E t e r n a l  Su n s h i n e  o f  t he  Spo t l e s s  M i n d ,  fo r  a  r a d ic a l  

a nd  d u r a b le  me d ic a l  p r o c e s s  w h ic h  w o u ld  e r a s e  a l l  me mo r ie s  o f  

w a s he d - o u t  lo ve ,  o f  a no t her  d e fe a t ,  o f  a no t he r  p e r so na l  fa i l u r e ?  

Y e t ,  a p a r t  f r o m t he  fa c t  t ha t  a  c l i n i c a l  e r a s u r e  o f  me mo r ie s  s t i l l  

e x is t s  o n ly i n  t he  ima g ina t io n  o f  s k i l l e d  s c r ip t w r i t e r s  ( a nd  e ve n  

t he r e  i t  do e s  no t  wo r k  t o t a l l y ) ,  me mo r ie s  a nd  t he  ‘ e mo t io na l  
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he r i t a g e ’  s t o r ed  in  t he  mo s t  va r ie d  o b je c t s ,  me s s a g e s ,  s o ng s  o r  

p ho t o gr a p hs ,  a r e  t r u ly  a n  i n va lu a b le  p a r t  o f  i nd iv id u a l  

e mo t io na l  h i s t o r y.  M o r eo ver ,  t he s e  ob je c t s  s t o r e  t he  me mo r y o f  

u n iq u e ,  i n f in i t e ly  be a u t i fu l  a nd  p le a s a n t  mo me nt s  a nd  

me mo r ie s ;  i t  i s  o n ly  t he  ne w  c o nt e xt  o f  a  b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip  

t ha t  ma k e s  t he m u nw a n t e d  a nd  t u r ns  t he m in t o  v ic t ims  o f  

‘ a f f e c t ive  va nd a l i s m’ .  

 
T h e  M u se u m o f  B r o k e n  R e la t io n s h i p s  i s  a n  a r t  co nc e p t  w h ic h  

p r o c e e d s  f r o m t he  ( s c ie n t i f i c )  a s s u mpt io n  t ha t  o b je c t s  ( in  t he  

b r o a d e s t  s e ns e ,  i . e . ,  ma t t e r  a s  a  w ho le )  po s s e s s  i n t e g r a t e d  f ie ld s  

-  ‘ ho lo g r a ms ’  o f  me mo r ie s  a nd  e mo t io ns  -  a nd  in t e nd s  w it h  i t s  

la yo u t  t o  c r e a t e  a  s p a c e  o f  ‘ s e c u r e  me mo r y’  o r  ‘ p r o t e c t e d  

r e me mbr a nc e ’  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r ve  t he  ma t e r ia l  a nd  no nma t e r ia l  

he r i t a g e  o f  b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip s .  

 
U n l ik e  t he  ‘ d e s t r u c t ive ’  s e l f - he lp  i n s t r u c t io ns  fo r  r e co ver y f r o m 

b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip s ,  t he  M u s e u m o f fe r s  e ve r y i nd iv id u a l  t he  

c ha nc e  t o  o ver co me  t he  e mo t io na l  c o l la p s e  t h r o u g h  c r e a t io n ,  

i . e . ,  b y c o n t r ibu t ing  t o  t he  ho ld in g s  o f  t he  M u s e u m.  T he  

ind iv id u a l  g e t s  r id  o f  ‘ c o nt r o ve r s ia l  o b je c t s ’ ,  t r ig g er s  o f  

mo me nt a r i l y  ‘ u nd e s ir a b le ’  e mo t io ns ,  by t u r n ing  t he m in t o  

mu s e u m e xh ib i t s ,  i . e . ,  a r t e fa c t s  a nd  t he r e b y p a r t ic ip a t ing  in  t he  

c r e a t io n o f  a  p r e s e r ve d  co l le c t ive  e mo t io na l  h is t o r y.   

 
I n  t h is  p r o ce s s  o b je c t s  fu l l  o f  n i c e  e mo t io ns  f i na l l y  e me r g e  

f r o m t he ir  d a r k  a nd  h id d e n  h id e - o u t s  a nd  a r e  p la c e d  w it h in  a  

ne w ,  d is p la y f r a me w o r k  w h ic h  a u t o mat ic a l l y  c ha ng e s  t he  

p e r c ep t io n  o f  t he  o b je c t  a nd  e s t a b l i s he s  a  ne w  c o nt e xt  fo r  t he  

e mo t io ns  g e ne r a t e d  b y t he m.   
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T heo r e t ic a l l y ,  t he  la yo u t  o f  t he  M u s e u m o f  B r o k e n  

R e la t io ns h ip s  is  r e ne w e d  e ve r y d a y  be c a u s e  i t  i s  a  p r o je c t  

u nd e r go ing  c o nt inu o u s  g e ne r a t io n ,  co nd i t io ne d  b y t he  r e le n t le s s  

p r o c e s s  o f  d i s a p p e a r ing  r e la t io ns h ip s .  T he  p r o je c t  i s  

c o nd i t io na l ly  d iv id e d  in t o  s e ve r a l  s e gme n t s :  

 
I .  V i r t u a l  W e b  M u s e u m -  w w w. b ro ken s h ip s . c o m  

B y r e g is t e r ing  o n  t he  w e b  p a g e s  o f  t he  M u s e u m e ve r y p o t e n t ia l  

u s e r  ( s h ip w r e c k  v ic t im)  be c o me s  i t s  u s e r  a nd  do no r .  H e  is  e -

ma i le d  a  u s e r  p a s s wo r d  a nd  a  c e r t i f ic a t e  r e ga r d ing  t he  ‘ le a s e ’  o f  

p a r t  t he  co l le c t ive  e mo t io na l  me mo r y  in  w h ic h  he  c a n  s t o r e  h i s  

e xh ib i t s / c r e a t e  h is  o w n  d a t a  ba s e .  O ve r  t ime  t he  ba s e  i s  

d e ve lo p ed  f r o m a  nu mbe r  o f  d i r e c t o r ie s  s t o r e d  u nd er  t he  na me  

o f  t he  p e r so n  invo lve d  in  a  b r o k e n  r e la t io ns h ip  a nd  t he  d a t e  o f  

t he  b r e a kdo w n.  T he  u s e r  c a n  ‘ s t o r e ’  i n  e ve r y d ir e c t o r y w ha t e ve r  

ma y s t i l l  fu nc t io n  o f  a  t r ig g e r  o f  a  p a in fu l  me mo r y:   

a )  p ho t o g r a p hs ,  

b )  e x is t i ng  e - ma i l  me s s a g e s  ( w h ic h  c a n  be  s e n t  d i r e c t l y  f r o m      

t he  u s e r ’ s  i n bo x  t o  h is  o w n w e b  d ir e c t o r y,  

c )  S M S  me s s a g e s  ( w h ic h  c a n  a l s o  be  s e n t  d i r e c t l y  f r o m t he  

u s e r ’ s  p ho ne  t o  t he  M u s eu m w e b) .  

 
Ad d i t io na l l y ,  t he  u s e r  ma y  ‘ lo c k ’ ,  t ha t  i s ,  fo r b id  a c c e s s  t o  

s p e c i f i c  ‘ e x h ib i t s ’  ( p ho t o gr a p hs ,  me s s a g e s )  o r  t o  t he  d ir e c t o r y  

r e la t e d  t o  t he  b r o ke n  r e la t io ns h ip  a s  a  w ho le  fo r  a  s p e c i f i e d  

p e r io d  ( 3  mo n t hs ,  6  mo n t hs ,  a  ye a r  o r  4  ye a r s ) .  T h is  d o e s  no t  

p e r ma ne n t ly  d e s t r o y u nd e s ir a b le  m e mo r y t r ig g e r s :  t he y a r e  

s imp ly  ‘ r e mo ve d ’  d u r ing  c o nva le s c e n c e .  I n  t h i s  w a y e ve r y u s e r  

c r e a t e s  o ve r  t ime  a  t r ea s u r y o f  h i s  o w n  e mo t io na l  h i s t o r y a nd ,  

t he r e b y,  o f  ‘ c o l le c t i ve  e mo t io na l  h is t o r y’ .  E ve r y u s e r  c a n  a l s o  

d e c id e  w he t he r  ‘ t o  o p e n  fo r  t he  p u b l ic ’  p a r t  o f  h i s  o w n  
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c o l le c t io n  s o  t ha t  i t  c a n  be  v ie w e d  b y o t he r  u s e r s  o f  t he  

M u s e u m,  t o o .  

I I .  M at e r i a l  R e m ai n s  L ay ou t  

T hi s  p a r t  o f  t he  M u s e u m a s s u me s  t he  e x is t e nc e  o f  a  r e a l  

e xh ib i t io n  s p a c e ,  a nd  inc lu d e s  t he  fo l l o w ing  e xh ib i t s :  

a )  o b je c t s  t ha t  o n ly p r o vo ke  a n  imme d ia t e  r e a c t io n  o f  a  s p ec i f i c  

c o u p le  bu t  g a in ,  i n  t he  mu s e u m co nt e xt ,  ne w  e mo t io na l  

c o nno t a t io ns  in  t he  mind  o f  a n  imp a r t i a l  v i e w e r / v is i t o r ;  

b )  ph o to g r ap h s ,  l e t t e r s ,  m e s s a g e s  -  w i t h  w h ic h  e ve n  imp a r t ia l  

v ie w e r s / v is i t o r s  c a n  id e n t i f y  mo r e  e a s i l y .   

c )  S inc e  t he  M u s e u m is  p h ys ic a l l y  l i m it e d  b y s p a c e ,  o ld e r  

e xh ib i t s  f r o m t he  ‘ p hys ic a l ’  p a r t  a r e  s t o r e d ,  c a t a lo g ue d  a nd  

t r a ns fe r r e d  t o  t he  v ir t u a l  ( w e b)  p a r t  o f  t he  Mu s e u m.  

 

I I I .  C o n f e s s io na l  

T hi s  is  t he  i n t e r a c t ive  p a r t  o f  t he  M u s e u m in  w h ic h  e ve r y  

v is i t o r  c a n  im me d ia t e ly s t o r e  h is  o b je c t ( s )  o r  s e nd  ( s t o r e )  a n  

S M S  me s s a g e ,  r e co r d  h is  o w n  co nfe s s io n ,  e t c . ,  in  t he  r e s t r ic t e d  

a nd  in t ima t e  sp a c e  o f  t he  co nfe s s io na l .   

 

T he  M u s e u m o f  B r o k e n  R e la t io ns h ip s  o p e ns  u p  a  nu mbe r  o f  

o t he r  o p po r t u n i t ie s  fo r  d e ve lo p me n t  in  t he  p r o c e s s  o f  i t s  

g e ne r a t io n  in vo lv ing  a l l  t he  p o t e n t ia l  v i s i t o r s /u s e r s .  And  t he ir  

nu mbe r  is  va s t  ind e e d . . , .  


